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16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [2.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the 
McGowan government’s 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence against Women. This year our campaign is about 
speaking out to say that violence against women, in all its forms, is unacceptable. Now in its third year, this campaign 
continues to grow as workplaces, local groups and business and community leaders take up this call to action. 
Yesterday I was honoured to join with the Premier; Hon Kim Beazley, AC, Governor of Western Australia and 
his wife, Ms Annus; other ministers; the Commissioner of Police; and more than a hundred leaders to stand together 
to show our support for 16 Days this year. My message was simple: women should be safe in their homes, 
relationships, workplaces, where they learn and out in the community. 
As this state’s first Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic, I am acutely aware that stopping family and 
domestic violence and preventing violence against women is a year-round effort. I acknowledge the dedication of 
the many services and refuges that give women and their children a safe place to stay and recover when they are 
escaping family and domestic violence. I stood with them last Friday at the twenty-ninth silent memorial march to 
honour the lives of those in our state who have died at the hands of family members and partners in the last 
12 months. Hundreds turned out to march. I acknowledge the other workforces and services across our state who 
deal with the crisis and aftermath of this violence. On average, WA Police Force respond to a family and domestic 
violence–related matter every eight minutes. However, the government cannot solve this issue alone, and that is 
why we have a community-focused effort like 16 Days. We will continue to show leadership on this issue. A safer 
community is one in which women and their children live free from violence and domestic violence. 
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